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Making Views 
with Drupal 7 
and Drupal 8 The Views module is a powerful tool. It gives site builders and site 

managers enormous control over displaying their content. 
But flexing the full power of views can be daunting.

In this session, we'll take a practical look at the difference between 
Views in Drupal 7 as a contributed module, and views in Drupal 8, 
now that it is in core.

We'll look at some of the Advanced features in views, and find out 
how we can get more out of our content using the full slice and dice 
capacity of the views module, with help from some of it's friends.

We'll conclude with an overview of the Views ecosystem, with 
pointers on where to go next to go from Views beginner, to Views 
master.
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Outline
● Introduction.

○ So. What’s a view?
■ What’s the difference between Views 

for Drupal 7 and Drupal 8?
● What’s hiding under that “advanced” heading?

○ The Views ecosystem.
■ Where to get more info?

● Questions and wrap up.
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Introduction
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List maker
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Query 
Builder
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Content 
Slice & Dice
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Let’s make a view in Drupal 7
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demo
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Now, let’s do the same in Drupal 8
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demo
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What was 
different?

11



@kattekrab   #DrupalGov2017 12

Drupal 7

Drupal 8
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Save…. and?
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Drupal 7 Drupal 8
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D7 - Theme: Information
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<?php

/**

 * @file

 * Main view template.

 *

 * Variables available:

 * - $classes_array: An array of classes determined in

 *   template_preprocess_views_view(). Default classes are:

 *     .view

 *     .view-[css_name]

 *     .view-id-[view_name]

 *     .view-display-id-[display_name]

 *     .view-dom-id-[dom_id]

 * - $classes: A string version of $classes_array for use in 

the class attribute

 * - $css_name: A css-safe version of the view name.

 * - $css_class: The user-specified classes names, if any

 * - $header: The view header

 * - $footer: The view footer

 * - $rows: The results of the view query, if any

 * - $empty: The empty text to display if the view is empty

 * - $pager: The pager next/prev links to display, if any

 * - $exposed: Exposed widget form/info to display

 * - $feed_icon: Feed icon to display, if any

 * - $more: A link to view more, if any

 *

 * @ingroup views_templates

 */

?>
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Drupal 8
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Other differences
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In Drupal 8 Core now 
also uses views for 
admin listings.
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The Field language 

setting has been 

removed.
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No longer need the 
advanced help module to 
access supporting info.

Plus there’s a tour!
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Views 
settings
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Displays

● Page
● Feed 
● Attachment
● Block
● embed 
● entity reference
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Views settings 1
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Drupal 7 Drupal 8
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Drupal 7 Drupal 8

 Format
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Views settings 2
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Drupal 7 Drupal 8
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But wait!

There’s 
more...
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Advanced views settings 
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Drupal 7 Drupal 8
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Gotchas
Security considerations. Don’t use Views PHP. Just don’t.

Performance issues. 
- Views queries can be slow. Some high traffic sites don’t use views at all.

Bugs, regressions, incomplete stuff.

Bug: When deleting a content type field, users do not realize the related View 
also is deleted https://www.drupal.org/node/2468045

Feature request/Regression: Re introduce revert functionality for views using 
the config system https://www.drupal.org/node/1790398 
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MOAR power with MOAR modules?

● Views Slideshow
● Draggable Views 
● Views Infinite Scroll 
● Views Templates 
● Views Block Area 
● Views Field View
● Views Accordion
● Core Views Facets
● Better exposed filters
● Views data export
● Views details style plugin
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● Views reference field
● Views entity reference filter
● Entity reference views select
● Taxonomy views integrator
● Taxonomy machine name
● Views advanced routing
● Views field formatter
● Responsive tables filter
● Views TimelineJS integration
● Views Bulk Operations
● Views vertical tabs style plugin

● Views load more
● Views photo grid
● Slick Views 
● Entityqueue
● Views Send
● Flag
● Masonry Views
● Pagerer
● Webform Views 

Integrations

https://www.drupal.org/project/views_slideshow
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_slideshow
https://www.drupal.org/project/draggableviews
https://www.drupal.org/project/draggableviews
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_infinite_scroll
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_infinite_scroll
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_templates
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_templates
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_block_area
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_block_area
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_field_view
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_field_view
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_accordion
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_accordion
https://www.drupal.org/project/core_views_facets
https://www.drupal.org/project/core_views_facets
https://www.drupal.org/project/better_exposed_filters
https://www.drupal.org/project/better_exposed_filters
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_data_export
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_data_export
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_details
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_details
https://www.drupal.org/project/viewsreference
https://www.drupal.org/project/viewsreference
https://www.drupal.org/project/verf
https://www.drupal.org/project/verf
https://www.drupal.org/project/entity_reference_views_select
https://www.drupal.org/project/entity_reference_views_select
https://www.drupal.org/project/tvi
https://www.drupal.org/project/tvi
https://www.drupal.org/project/taxonomy_machine_name
https://www.drupal.org/project/taxonomy_machine_name
https://www.drupal.org/project/taxonomy_machine_name
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_advanced_routing
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_advanced_routing
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_field_formatter
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_field_formatter
https://www.drupal.org/project/responsive_tables_filter
https://www.drupal.org/project/responsive_tables_filter
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_timelinejs
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_timelinejs
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_bulk_operations
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_bulk_operations
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_vertical_tabs
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_vertical_tabs
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_load_more
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_load_more
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_photo_grid
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_photo_grid
https://www.drupal.org/project/slick_views
https://www.drupal.org/project/slick_views
https://www.drupal.org/project/entityqueue
https://www.drupal.org/project/entityqueue
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_send
https://www.drupal.org/project/views_send
https://www.drupal.org/project/flag
https://www.drupal.org/project/flag
https://www.drupal.org/project/masonry_views
https://www.drupal.org/project/masonry_views
https://www.drupal.org/project/pagerer
https://www.drupal.org/project/pagerer
https://www.drupal.org/project/webform_views
https://www.drupal.org/project/webform_views
https://www.drupal.org/project/webform_views
https://www.drupal.org/project/webform_views
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Give me MOAR stuff about views!
Books

- Mastering Views
- Drupal 7  Views Cookbook
- Drupal’s Building Blocks

Tutorials

- Drupalize Me
- Drupal Easy
- Build a Module
- OS Training
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Documentation on Drupal.org

- Views - Drupal User Guide
- D8 Core Modules - Views
- Issue Queues

DrupalCon Sessions

- The views field plugin in Drupal 8 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1785886967/?tag=drupal0a-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1785886967/?tag=drupal0a-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1849514348/?tag=drupal0a-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1849514348/?tag=drupal0a-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0321591313/?tag=drupal0a-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0321591313/?tag=drupal0a-20
http://drupalize.me/
http://drupalize.me/
https://www.drupaleasy.com/
https://www.drupaleasy.com/
https://buildamodule.com/
https://buildamodule.com/
https://www.ostraining.com
https://www.ostraining.com
https://www.drupal.org/docs/user_guide/en/views-chapter.html
https://www.drupal.org/docs/user_guide/en/views-chapter.html
https://www.drupal.org/docs/8/core/modules/views
https://www.drupal.org/docs/8/core/modules/views
https://www.drupal.org/project/issues/drupal?priorities=300&version=8.x&component=views.module
https://www.drupal.org/project/issues/drupal?priorities=300&version=8.x&component=views.module
https://events.drupal.org/dublin2016/sessions/views-field-plugin-drupal-8
https://events.drupal.org/dublin2016/sessions/views-field-plugin-drupal-8
https://events.drupal.org/dublin2016/sessions/views-field-plugin-drupal-8
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https://drupalize.me/blog/201606/learn-views-drupal-8
http://www.cameronandwilding.com/blog/pablo/10-most-critical-drupal-security-risks
https://www.ostraining.com/blog/drupal/drupal-8-creating-views-of-content-in-tabs
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Villandry_Garden_09.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cafuego/33252345520
http://mydiscountstore.com.au/12-piece-multipurpose-slice-and-dice-processor/
http://mydiscountstore.com.au/12-piece-multipurpose-slice-and-dice-processor/
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So what next?
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Contact me                     Hire Catalyst
https://twitter.com/kattekrab                       https://www.catalyst-au.net 

https://drupal.org/u/kattekrab                    donna@catalyst-au.net 

donna@kattekrab.net                                      ph 03 9020 5766
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Thank you!
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